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OUTLINE 
How to think like a forester? 

 

 

The Great Divide  

 what is and what ain’t Goshawk Habitat? 

 

 

The Paper Chase 

 Accessing stand management records via 

RESULTS and District Files 

 

 

 

 





Where does the wildlife fit into this model? 



Will thinning: 

1) improve habitat values? 

2) accelerate habitat development ? 

3) degrade habitat values  (current and 

future)? 

 

 



Eureka! 



Eureka! 

Wildlife? 



1

10

10 100 1000

M
e
a
n

 D
ia

m
e

te
r 

Trees Per Hectare 

Max SDI 55% 

35% 

T1 
T2 

T3 



 

Question 1. What structural features contribute to 

Goshawk habitat?  

 

How might these conditions be quantified and used 

to guide silviculture planning?   
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Question 2. Have previous thinning treatments 

directed stand development closer to or further 

from this target?  

  



Phase 1 

Digital World 

Identify treated forestry blocks from RESULTS 

  

Phase 2 

Paper Files 

Sort through the paper files on treatments and results 

at  sites identified in phase 1- likely in district file cabinets 

  

Phase 3 

Ground truth and data collection 

Collect field data on stand structure, e.g. habitat variables 

and forestry variables 

  

Phase 4 

Write up 
 





Juvenile spacing and Commercial thinning sites, Vancouver Island BC 









 

  

Question 3a. How does the vertical distribution of 

forest canopy change during succession? 

 

and 

 

3b How can we quantify the space available to 

goshawks for flight? 

 



Changes in height and volume of canopy 

and canopy openness? 

 



 

 

How much flying space is required for a 

goshawk? 







CW^h= crown width at given 

height (h) 

 

h(i) height at 1 meter intervals 

 

CW_base= Crown width at base 

of crown  

 

HTLC  height to live crown 

TotHt Total Height  

                      (Dubrasich et al 1997) 



Over time Comm. Thinning 
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from McClaren et al 2015 
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