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LƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ΧΦ  

  wŜŘ ŀƭŘŜǊΧΦ  

    SAY WHAT? 
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Pop Quiz 

What is the peak annual production of red 
alder lumber ς all jurisdictions? 
 

a) 2 million board feet 

b) 4 million board feet 

c) 8 million board feet 

d) 16 million board feet 

e) 32 million board feet 
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Alder Manufacturing 

Each bundle = 1 mmfbm 

BC Current 

US Current 

BC Potential 
BC 

1996-2007 

4 



A Context for Intensive Management of Red Alder 

Alder Log Values 

ÅBetter than for hemlock 

ÅA little below Douglas-fir in BC, roughly 
comparable in US 

ÅLumber values comparable to Douglas-
fir 

ÅLog price affected by higher conversion 
costs 
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Future Market Potential 

ÅLess of a commodity than softwood 
lumber 

ÅHuge potential market: 

ïTypical home needs 10x value in finish 
grade products compared to commodity 
lumber 

ïTotal NA finish grade products market is 
$200 billion; growing at 8-10% annually 
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Historic Harvest Levels 
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Potential Harvest Levels 

bwC[Ωǎ 
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Potential Harvest Levels 

LTHL with full management 
of current cover including 
85% planting 

9 



A Context for Intensive Management of Red Alder 

Potential Harvest Levels 

Adjustments for climate change 
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Climate Change and Volume Growth 

 

Cortini, F., P.G. Comeau, P.G., T. Wang, D.E. Hibbs and A. Bluhm. 2012. Climate effects on red alder growth in the Pacific Northwest 
of North America. Global Change Biology (submitted). 
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Potential Harvest Levels 

Adjustments for climate change ς 
with (top) and without (bottom) 
adaptation  
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Potential Harvest Levels 

LTHL with full management 
of current cover including 
85% planting 
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Silviculture Effects 
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Silviculture Effects 
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